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[57] ABSTRACT 

A television receiver includes apparatus for stabilizing 
an on-screen character display by which the deflection 
signal source is controlled for operating in a free-run- 
ning mode, substantially unaffected by signal variations 
on the sync input line, rather than in a synchronized 
mode when sync is unreliable or otherwise undesirable. 
As another feature, the deflection signal source is 
caused to operate at substantially the same frequency in 
either mode. 

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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STABILIZING ARRANGEMENT FOR ON-SCREEN 
DISPLAY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 

The present invention relates to the field of on-screen 
displays (OSD), particularly such as are employed to 
display information on a television (TV) picture screen. 

In a TV receiver, it may be desirable to display di- 
rectly on the picture screen information such as, for 
example, the selected channel number, a functional 
status message, a list of available programming options, 
or the time of day. Appropriate OSD signals corre- 
sponding to the information to be displayed may be 
generated by character or pattern generating OSD cir- 13 
cuitry and applied to the luma/chroma processing por- 
tion of the TV receiver for display in the usual manner, 
possibly along with a picture produced in response to a 
received television signal. 

Typically, the OSD signals are generated in synchro- 2U 
nized relationship with timing pulses derived from the 
horizontal and vertical deflection signals, so as to locate 
the OSD in the desired portion of the picture screen. 
When a television signal is being received, such as off 
the air or from a tape or cable system, the horizontal * 5 
and vertical deflection signals are synchronized with 
sync pulses derived from the received television signal 
by a sync separator. When the received television signal 
is present and sufficiently strong, the characters and 
symbols in the OSD will recur substantially in the same 30 
position on the picture screen from field to field and 
vertical character edges will not appear broken. 

It may also be desirable to provide an OSD during 
certain times when no suitable television signal is being 
received by the TV receiver. This may be understood 35 
by considering that modern TV receivers may provide 
a number of viewer selectable options and features. 
Questions and prompting statements on the picture 
screen provide a convenient way of presenting the 
choices available and responding to selections made by 40 
a user. For example, a TV receiver may be arranged to 
cooperate with a number of accessory instruments, such 
as an antenna, a video cassette^ recorder (VCR), a cable 
distribution system, a computer and external loudspeak- 
ers. When the TV receiver is placed in a particular 45 
selection mode, an OSD may be used to present the 
choices for interconnecting various instruments in de- 
sired combinations. In another mode, the OSD may be 
used to request that a desired channel number be en- 
tered. The OSD may also provide a helpful explanation 50 
in ambiguous situations. For example, a TV receiver 
may be arranged to blank the picture screen when the 
receiver is tuned to a channel that is not providing a 
suitable television signal. The blank screen may be puz- 
zling to a viewer unless, for example, the channel num- 55 
ber and possibly an explanatory message are. displayed 
by an OSD. Under the above and other similar condi- 
tions, either no suitable television signal is being re- 
ceived by the receiver or it is desirable that the display 
be independent of received signals. ... 60 

However, at times when no suitable television signal 
is being received, there will be no proper separated sync 
signal available from the sync separator. Rather, the 
sync separator output will then provide a noisy signal. 
The deflection circuits in a typical TV receiver include 65 
an oscillator arrangement designed to be free-r unnin g in 
the absence of sync signals, usually at a slightly lower 
repetition rate than that produced when a proper sync 
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signal is produced by the sync separator. The actual rate 
will be randomly affected by the noisy signal from the 
sync separator. Under such unsteady scanning condi- 
tions, the position of OSD characters and symbols will 
be likely to vary from one scanning line to another and 
from one scanning field to another, so that "jagged" 
edges and vertical **bounce" will be produced. This 
tends to reduce legibility and generally results in a dis- 
pleasing and undesirable on-screen display. 

It is possible to solve this problem by incorporating a 
substitute sync signal generator in the receiver to pro- 
vide substitute sync signals to the deflection circuits 
when no suitable external signal is being received. How- 
ever, this can considerably increase the cost of a re- 
ceiver, particularly so, because the substitute sync sig- 
nal generator tends to be rather complex in order to 
provide sync signals having the required stability. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with an aspect of the invention, a tele- 
vision receiver includes apparatus for stabilizing an 
on-screen display (OSD) synchronized with deflection 
signals provided by a deflection signal source. The 
deflection signal source has a sync input terminal cou- 
pled to a source of a sync signal, and a control input 
terminal for causing the deflection signal source to op- 
erate in one of a first operating mode in which the de- 
flection signal source operates in synchronism with a 
sync signal applied to the sync input terminal and a 
second operating mode in which the deflection signal 
source is enabled for operating free-running and sub- 
stantially unaffected by signal variations at the sync 
input terminal. A control arrangement is coupled to the 
control input for selecting one of the first and second 
operating modes. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, 
the apparatus includes a frequency control arrangement 
for causing the frequency of the deflection signals to be 
substantially the same in the first and second operating 
modes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A preferred embodiment of the invention will be 
described with reference to the accompanying drawing 
consisting of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. 

FIG. 1 shows in block diagram form a TV receiver 
including an arrangement for stabilizing an OSD con- 
structed in accordance with the principles of the inven- 
tion. Multiple logic lines are indicated by a wide line 
with a broad arrowhead. 

FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 show schematic diagrams for 
respective embodiments of a signal gate shown in FIG. 
I in block form. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In the television receiver shown in FIG. 1, a selector 
switch 10 selects a signal source from a number of 
sources illustratively shown as signal sources 12, 14, and 
16. Typically, these may include any of a VCR, an 
antenna, a distribution cable, and a computer RF modu- 
lator. The selected signal is processed in the usual man- 
ner by tuner, intermediate frequency (IF) and detector 
stages shown as block 18. The channel selection tuner is 
controlled by a micro-computer 20 by way of a tuner 
control unit 22. An example of tuner control by micro- 
computer is disclosed in "RCA Color Television Basic 
Service Data CTC 131, File 1984, Second Edition," 
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with Supplements SI, S2 and Addendum 1, published ously explained, however, the output signals of the 
by RCA Corporation Consumer Electronics, Technical horizontal and vertical sync separators become noisy 
Publications, P.O. Box 1976, Indianapolis, IN 46206. See signals containing random noise pulses in place of valid 
particularly Supplement S2, FIG. 26, Microcomputers sync pulses in the absence of a suitable sync signal being 
Ul and U3. Micro-computer 20 is responsive to user 5 received, so that, without the present invention, the 
entries made on a keyboard 24 of a handheld remote OSD tends to present an undesirable jagged, bouncy 
control transmitter unit Remote control signals are appearance under such conditions, 
coupled to micro-computer 20 by a transmission link 26. In the described embodiment in accordance with the 
Typically, transmission link 26 may be an infra-red present invention, a sync separator 52 derives a compos- 
signal link or an ultra-sonic signal link. 10 ite sync signal from the composite video signal. The 

The detected composite video signal produced by composite sync signal is examined by a sync validity 
block 18 is processed by a luma/chroma processor 28 detector S3 associated with tuner control unit 22 to 
which also receives a blanking information signal from determine whether a suitable sync signal is being re- 
a blanking control unit 30, which is controlled by mi- ceived. A sync validity detector is known, for example, 
cro-computer 20. Luma/chroma processor 28 provides IS from col. 4, lines 48-58 of U.S. Pat No. 4,357,632 issued 
the usual three color signals to a display and deflection to Michael P. French on Nov. 2, 1982, the relevant 
unit 32, which is typically a cathode-ray tube kinescope subject matter of which patent is herein incorporated by 
with associated deflection coils. The composite video reference. The signal indicating the validity of the sync 
signal from the detector in block 18 is coupled to an signal is coupled to micro-computer 20. When it is de- 
input terminal 33 of a deflection signal source 34. The 20 termined that no suitable sync signal is being received, 
composite video signal at terminal 33 is selectively cou- indicated by a predetermined logic level being pro- 
pled by way of a signal gate 35 to a horizontal (line) duced by the sync validity detector, micro-computer 20 
sync separator 37 and a vertical (frame) sync separator causes signal gate 35 to be switched to a non-transmis- 
38. Micro-computer 20 is coupled to signal gate 35 by sive condition, thus cutting off the input signal to hori- 
way of a control input terminal 36. For the present 25 zontal sync separator 37 and vertical sync separator 38. 
portion of the description, signal gate 35 is considered Instead of providing a noisy output signal under unsuit- 
to be transmissive, i.e. the composite video signal is able received signal conditions, sync separators 37 and 
coupled to sync separators 37 and 38. Horizontal sync 38 provide no signal, thus causing the horizontal oscilla- 
separator 37 and vertical sync separator 38 typically tor to free-run at its natural, relatively constant fre- 
utilize a signal differentiating network and a signal inte- 30 quency. Consequently, both the horizontal and vertical 
grating network, respectively, to provide respective deflection generators will provide free-running deflec- 
horizontal and vertical sync signals. tion signals to display and deflection unit 32. A previ- 

The horizontal sync signal is applied to a horizontal ously mentioned, synchronism between the OSD signal 

oscillator arrangement comprising a voltage controlled and the deflection signals does not depend on the pres- 

horizontal oscillator 40 and an automatic frequency and 35 ence of sync signals, so that the position of the OSD 

phase control (AFPC) unit 42. The frequency and phase characters being displayed remains stationary on the 

of horizontal oscillator 40 are controlled in accordance picture screen even under the condition described 

..with the horizontal sync signal by AFPC unit 42. The where signal gate 34 is non-transmissive. Moreover, the 

.output signal of oscillator 40 drives a horizontal deflec- jagged and bouncy appearance of OSD characters 

.tion generator 44 which supplies a horizontal deflection 40 under unsuitable signal conditions is substantially elimi- 

signal to display and deflection unit 32. nated, since no randomly occurring pulses can reach 

• A vertical drive signal is provided by a vertical de- horizontal oscillator 40. It is noted that sync separator 

flection driver 46, which comprises a count-down cir- 52 operates independently of horizontal sync separator 

cuit which is* supplied from horizontal oscillator ^0 and 37 and vertical sync separator 38 and therefore remains 

which is synchronized with the vertical sync signal 45 unaffected when their input signal is interrupted by 

provided by vertical sync separator 38 to provide a signal gate 34 under unsuitable received signal condi- 

vertical drive signal. The vertical drive signal drives a tions. 

vertical deflection generator 48 which supplies a verti- . Besides the condition of unsuitable sync, there are 
cal deflection signal to display and deflection unit 32. other circumstances in which it may be desirable for 
On-screen display (OSD) character and symbol sig- 50 micro-computer 20 to cause the horizontal oscillator to 
nal generation is provided by an OSD logic unit 50 in free-run. For example, modern TV receivers may pro- 
accordance with control signals from micro-computer vide for a skip list of channels to be programmed into a 
20 and with horizontal pulses (HPLS) and vertical memory. A user can enter undesired channel numbers 
pulses (VPLS) for timing provided by horizontal de- into the skip memory. When a scan mode of tuning is 
flection generator 44 and vertical deflection generator 55 selected, the tuning process will only stop at channels 
48, respectively. OSD logic unit 50 provides luma/- not programmed to be skipped Such a system is dis- 
chroma processor 28 with an OSD signal which is syn- closed in the aforementioned Supplement S2 of the 
chronized with the deflection signals provided by de- RCA Color Television Service Data. It is possible to 
flection generators 44 and 48. It is noted that the syn- arrange for automatic skip memory programming so 
chronism between the OSD signal and the deflection 60 that only satisfactorily received channels are pro- 
signals does not depend on the horizontal and vertical grammed not to be skipped. To do this, micro-computer 
sync signals supplied by sync separators 37 and 38 being 20 causes the tuning to advance sequentially through 
present and is maintained even in the absence of such the channel numbers and stores those channel numbers 
sync signals when oscillator 40 is free-running, because for which sync validity detector indicates no suitable 
sync is provided to OSD logic unit 50 from deflection 65 sync present This programming process may typically 
generators 44 and 48. OSD characters therefore main- take a minute or so for completion. During this time, the 
tain their relative positions on the picture screen screen is preferably blanked, since channels are tuned in 
whether sync signals are present or absent. As previ- rapid succession, each for only a brief moment It is 
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useful, however, to display the channel numbers so that 
the user can monitor what is happening. Under such 
conditions of rapid scan tuning, including unoccupied 
channels, sync cannot be relied on, and consequently, 
micro-computer 20 is programmed to cause horizontal 5 
oscillator 40 to free-run during automatic program- 
ming, by causing signal gate 35 to be non-transmissive. 
A stable channel number display is thereby obtained. 

Similarly, when an automatic "channel step" tuning 
mode is selected for sequential tuning at a typical rate of 10 
about 10 channels per second, sync cannot be relied on, 
and micro-computer 20 is therefore programmed to 
cause horizontal oscillator 40 to free-run during auto- 
matic channel step tuning. 

The tuning process may also take an appreciable time 15 

for tuning from a presently tuned channel to another 
selected channel. For example, micro-computer 20 may 
typically require 200 milliseconds to retune to another 
channel, and in the case where a complicated tuning 
algorithm is required, as may be the case for cable chan- 20 
nels, one second may be typically required. During this 
interval it is desirable for the channel number display to 
be stable, even though a suitable sync signal may not be 
received Accordingly, micro-computer 20 is pro- 
grammed to cause horizontal oscillator 40 to free-run 25 
until the tuning process has been completed and a satis- 
factory sync signal is being received. 

Furthermore, when other messages are to be dis- 
played on a blanked screen, such as the time of day, a 
listing of available RF source choices, or prompting 30 
statements, the display is preferably made independent 
of whether or not a signal is being received, by causing 
the horizontal oscillator to free-run. 

As has been mentioned, the free-running repetition 
rate is typically somewhat lower than the standard 35 
synchronized rate. This causes the free-running display 
to be somewhat larger than in the synchronized condi- 
tion. In certain cases, such as when overscanning with 
loss of picture edges might result, it may be desirable to 
reduce this difference in size. To this end, in the FIG. 1 40 
embodiment, micro-computer 20 also causes the free- 
running rate of voltage-controlled horizontal oscillator 
40 to be increased substantially to the standard synchro- 
nized rate at the same time micro-computer 20 causes 
signal gate 35 to be in its non-transmissive condition. In 45 
the embodiment shown, the same signal is used for both 
purposes. The OSD size is thereby maintained substan- 
tially unchanged between the synchronized and free- 
ninning modes of operation. 

In the signal gate of FIG. 2, corresponding to signal 50 
gate 35 in FIG. 1, a transistor 220 is maintained in a 
substantially non-conductive state by micro-computer 
20 so long as the composite video signal is to be allowed 
to reach sync separators 37 and 38, i.e. the signal gate is . 
transmissive. A series resistor 222 is sufficiently low- 55 
valued for any loading by sync separators 37 and 38 to 
be negligible. When the signal gate is to be switched to 
a non-transmissive condition, micro-computer 20 ap- 
plies a forward bias to the base of transistor 220 which 
thereby forms a relatively highly conductive shunt in a 60 
voltage divider configuration with resistor 222, thus 
substantially preventing the composite video signal 
from reaching sync separators 36 and 38. 

An alternative signal gate is shown in FIG. 3. When 
the signal gate is to be transmissive, micro-computer 20 65 
allows the base potential of a transistor 330 to be deter- • 
mined by a voltage divider comprising resistors 332 and 
334, which causes transistor 330 to be biased for con- 
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duction. The composite video signal is applied to the 
emitter resistor 336 and the output signals to sync sepa- 
rator 37 and 38 are provided at collector load resistor 
338. When the gate is to be switched to a non-transmis- 
sive condition, micro-computer 20 clamps the base po- 
tential close to ground, thus cutting off transistor 330, 
thereby preventing the composite video signal from 
reaching sync separators 37 and 38. 

The implementation of the invention in accordance 
with FIGS. 1-3 is illustrative. Various modifications 
will suggest themselves to one skilled in the art and such 
modifications are contemplated to be within the scope 
of the present invention defined by the following 
claims. For example, while micro-computer 20 has been 
described as causing transmission gate 35 to become 
non-transmissive so as to inhibit sync signals from 
reaching the sync separators when no suitable sync is 
being received and under various other conditions, 
clearly micro-computer 20 may also be arranged to 
inhibit sync in other circumstances where this may be 
desirable. Sync may be inhibited, for example, after a 
brief interval of displaying a marginally weak or noisy 
channel signal, with an explanatory OSD statement 
The countdown arrangement described may also be 
replaced by a vertical deflection circuit comprising a 
transistor or SCR deflection sweep oscillator without 
departing from the scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 

1. In a television receiver, including signal processing 
and display means, a source of a synchronizing (sync) 
signal, and a source of an on-screen display (OSD) 
signal coupled to said signal processing and display 
means, OSD display stabilizing apparatus comprising: 

deflection signal source means for providing horizon- 
tal and vertical rate deflection signals, said deflec- 
tion signal source means having a sync input termi- 
nal coupled to said source of a sync signal, having 
a deflection signal output coupled to each of said 
source of an OSD signal and said signal processing 
and display means, and having a control input ter- 
minal for causing a horizontal oscillator means in 
said deflection signal source means to operate in 
one of a first operating mode wherein said horizon- 
tal oscillator means operates in synchronism with a 
sync signal applied to said sync input terminal and 
a second operating mode wherein said horizontal 
oscillator means is enabled for operating in a free- 
running mode without synchronization by any 
source and is substantially unaffected by signal 
variations at said sync input terminal continuously 
during a time period at least as long as one period 
of said vertical rate deflection signal; 

control means coupled to said control input terminal 
for selecting one of said first and second operating 
modes. 

2. The apparatus recited in claim 1, further including: 
user input means; and 

sync validity detecting means coupled to said signal 
processing and display means for providing a sync 
detector output signal indicative of the presence of 
a received sync signal having predetermined valid- 
ity characteristics, and, wherein 

said control means is responsive to at least said sync 
detector output signal for selecting said one of said 
first and second operating modes. 

3. The apparatus recited in claim 2 wherein said con- 
trol means is further responsive to the entry of mode 



03/22/2004, EAST Version: 1.4.1 



4,677, 

7 

selection data on said user input means for selecting one 
of said first and second operating modes. 

4. The apparatus recited in claim 2 wherein: 

said deflection signal source means includes control- 
lable oscillator means; and 5 

gate means coupled between said source of said sync 
signal and said horizontal oscillator means and 
being responsive to said control means for selec- 
tively coupling said sync signal and a signal devoid 
of synchronizing information to said horizontal 10 
oscillator means in said first and second operating 
modes, respectively. 

5. The apparatus recited in claim 4 wherein: 

said deflection signal source means comprises means 
for providing horizontal and vertical deflection IS 
signals. 

6. In a television receiver, including user input means, 
signal processing and display means, a source of a syn- 
chronizing (sync) signal, deflection signal source means 
for providing horizontal and vertical rate deflection 20 
signals, said deflection source means having a sync 
input terminal and exhibiting a synchronized mode of 
operation when a sync signal is present at said sync 
input terminal and a free-running mode of operation 
when no sync signal is present at said sync input termi- 25 
nal, and a source of an on-screen display (OSD) signal 
coupled to said signal processing and display means, 
display stabilizing apparatus comprising: 

selectively operable switch means for coupling said 
sync input to one of said source of a sync signal and 30 
a point of reference potential substantially free of 
any sync signal, control means coupled to said 
source of a sync signal and being responsive to at 
least one of predetermined data entry on said user 
input means and said source of a sync signal pro- 35 
viding a sync signal not conforming to predeter- 
mined characteristics for causing said switch means 
to couple said sync input to said point of reference 
potential continuously during a time period at least 
as long as one period of said vertical rate deflection 40 
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signal, such that said deflection signal source means 
is in said free-running mode of operation. 
7. In a television receiver, including signal processing 
and display means, a source of a synchronizing (sync) 
signal, and a source of an on-screen display (OSD) 
signal coupled to said signal processing and display 
means, OSD displaying stabilizing apparatus compris- 
ing: 

deflection signal source means for providing horizon- 
tal and vertical rate deflection signals, said deflec- 
tion signal source means having a sync input termi- 
nal coupled to said source of a sync signal, having 
a deflection signal output coupled to each of said 
source of an OSD signal and said signal processing 
and display means, and having a control input ter- 
minal for causing said deflection signal source 
means to operate in one of a first operating mode 
wherein said deflection signal source means oper- 
ates in synchronism with a sync signal applied to 
said sync input terminal and a second operating 
mode wherein said deflection source means is en- 
abled for operating free-running and substantially 
unaffected by signal variations at said sync input 
terminal continuously during a time period at least 
as long as one period of said vertical rate deflection 
signal; 

control means coupled to said control input terminal 
for selecting one of said first and second operating 
modes, and wherein 

said deflection signal source means includes a fre- 
quence controllable oscillator means providing an 
output signal having a frequency which tends to 
differ in said first and second operating modes; and 

circuit means for coupling said control means to a 
frequency control input of said controllable oscilla- 
tor means for causing said output signal frequency 
to be substantially the same in said first and second 

operating modes. 

• « * * * 
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